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 The thirty years since Women on the Line has witnessed great achievement in
 the literature of gender and work both in the West and Global South.1 There
 was a booming literature since the 1970s and 1980s in the fields of sociology,
 anthropology, women studies, and cultural studies—most of them excellent
 works that touch upon sophisticated debates on the interplay between gender
 and work, production and reproduction, dominance, and resistance in an
 increasingly globalized context.

 Over the past thirty years, a rapid extended reproduction of capitalism on a
 global scale, in Rosa Luxemburg's sense, contributed to a dramatic remaking of
 class and gender relations in the world. A farewell to "class analysis" has not
 made class relations in the West obsolete but has further transplanted them
 into the Third World societies in which gender relations are part and parcel of
 the rapid transformation of class relations. Inspired by the labor historian
 Prof. Alice Kessler-Harris, I would like to argue that class and gender are not
 parallel dimensions of social analysis.2 Instead gender is central to the formation
 of the working classes in history and in contemporary contexts. The classical
 English working class had been represented by a male worker who was the
 breadwinner of the household, a skilled laborer at the workplace, a potential
 militant in strikes, and a trade unionist. This image of the traditional working
 class has been greatly challenged by the rapid expansion of mass production,
 transnationalization of production, the feminization of labor use in the Global
 South, and the rise of new service economies in the West. Today any discussion
 of a new working class is unimaginable without the presence of female workers.

 Gender is not only an issue of identity attached to the formation of the
 working class. Gender ideology, gender relations, and gender structure are all
 central to the making and remaking of the working class. Like Miriam
 Glucksmann, I spent seven months working on the line in an electronics assem
 bly plant. Some of my experience on the line paralleled that of Glucksmann. The
 typical examples are the gendered division of labor at the workplace and the
 Taylorist methods of organizing production. Some of the differences reflect
 the new global context of industrial production. For instance, the global pro
 duction in China was characteristic of a dormitory labor regime, and hence all
 the workers, including myself, had to stay at the factory dormitories while
 Glucksmann was able to live at home. Studying and working with Chinese
 women workers in the Shenzhen Special Economic Zone in 1995 and 1996, I
 argue that the demand for cheap and productive labor to fuel transnational
 capital accumulation requires a gendering process of the working class, more

 International Labor and Working-Class History
 No. 81, Spring 2012, pp. 178-181
 © International Labor and Working-Class History, Inc., 2012
 doi:10.1017/S0147547912000129


	Contents
	p. [178]
	p. 179
	p. 180
	p. 181

	Issue Table of Contents
	International Labor and Working-Class History, No. 81 (Spring 2012) pp. 1-189
	Front Matter
	Senior Editors' Note [pp. 1-3]
	LABOR AND GLOBAL COMMODITIES
	Labor and Global Commodities: Introduction [pp. 4-7]
	The Return of Merchant Capitalism [pp. 8-27]
	þÿ�þ�ÿ���T���h���e��� ���P���o���l���i���t���i���c���a���l��� ���C���u���l���t���u���r���e��� ���o���f��� ���S���u���g���a���r��� ���T���a���r���i���f���f���s���:��� ���I���m���m���i���g���r���a���t���i���o���n���,��� ���R���a���c���e���,��� ���a���n���d��� ���E���m���p���i���r���e���,��� ���1���8���9���8�������1���9���3���0��� ���[���p���p���.��� ���2���8���-���4���8���]
	þÿ�þ�ÿ���"���T���h���e��� ���S���p���i���c���e��� ���o���f��� ���t���h���e��� ���D���e���p���a���r���t���m���e���n���t��� ���S���t���o���r���e���"���:��� ���T���h���e��� ���"���C���o���n���s���u���m���e���r���s���'��� ���R���e���p���u���b���l���i���c���,���"��� ���I���m���p���o���r���t���e���d��� ���K���n���o���c���k���-���O���f���f���s��� ���f���r���o���m��� ���L���a���t���i���n��� ���A���m���e���r���i���c���a���,��� ���a���n���d��� ���t���h���e��� ���I���n���v���e���n���t���i���o���n��� ���o���f��� ���I���n���t���e���r���n���a���t���i���o���n���a���l��� ���D���e���v���e���l���o���p���m���e���n���t���,��� ���1���9���3���6�������1���9���4���1��� ���[���p���p���.��� ���4���9���-���6���8���]
	þÿ�þ�ÿ���S���e���l���l���i���n���g��� ���G���a���s���o���l���i���n���e��� ���w���i���t���h��� ���a��� ���S���m���i���l���e���:��� ���G���a���s��� ���S���t���a���t���i���o���n��� ���A���t���t���e���n���d���a���n���t���s��� ���b���e���t���w���e���e���n��� ���t���h���e��� ���U���n���i���t���e���d��� ���S���t���a���t���e���s���,��� ���I���t���a���l���y���,��� ���a���n���d��� ���t���h���e��� ���T���h���i���r���d��� ���W���o���r���l���d���,��� ���1���9���4���5�������1���9���7���0��� ���[���p���p���.��� ���6���9���-���9���3���]
	The Work of Invisibility: Radiation Hazards and Occupational Health in South African Uranium Production [pp. 94-113]
	If "Thanda Matlab Coca-Cola" Then "Cold Drink Means Toilet Cleaner": Environmentalism of the Dispossessed in Liberalizing India [pp. 114-135]

	REVIEW ESSAYS
	Commodity Production and the Sociology of Work: Ideologies of Labor and the Making of Globalization [pp. 136-148]
	History, Villagers, and the Social Scientists: Wrestling with the Past in the Present [pp. 149-162]

	CLASSICS REVISITED. Thirty Years on from "Women on the Line:" Researching Gender and Work
	Introduction: Visualizing Space and Narrating Work [pp. 163-167]
	Reflecting on "Women on the Line:" Continuities and Change in Women's Work [pp. 168-173]
	Thirty Years on from "Women on the Line" and "Girls, Wives, Factory Lives" [pp. 174-177]
	Gender and Class: Women's Working Lives in a Dormitory Labor Regime in China [pp. 178-181]
	Embodying Labor, Then and Now [pp. 182-186]

	CONTRIBUTORS [pp. 187-189]
	Back Matter





